
Ten Mile Creek Watershed





Clarksburg Master Plan describes Ten Mile Clarksburg Master Plan describes Ten Mile 
Creek asCreek as
–– FragileFragile
–– SensitiveSensitive

Small, headwaters watershedSmall, headwaters watershed

Overall, land use has changed very littleOverall, land use has changed very little

BackgroundBackground



Why Fragile?Why Fragile?
easily broken, damaged; need for careful handlingeasily broken, damaged; need for careful handling

Headwater stream watershed Headwater stream watershed –– each each 
tributary is vital tributary is vital 
–– Maintain summer base flows  Maintain summer base flows  
–– Minimize response to stormsMinimize response to storms
–– Function as Function as refugiarefugia
–– Maintain cool water temperaturesMaintain cool water temperatures

High quality biological communitiesHigh quality biological communities



Easily DamagedEasily Damaged



Many intermittent Many intermittent 
and ephemeral and ephemeral 
streams.   streams.   
Headwaters, Headwaters, 
wetlands, springs wetlands, springs 
and seeps critical and seeps critical 
to watershed to watershed 
healthhealth

Why Sensitive?
Highly Responsive, Easily Damaged or Hurt







Indicators of Headwater Indicators of Headwater 
Stream HealthStream Health

Aquatic insects, herpetofaunaAquatic insects, herpetofauna





Cool, Clean Water IndicatorsCool, Clean Water Indicators



SummarySummary

Fragile, sensitive headwater streamsFragile, sensitive headwater streams
Supports very healthy biological Supports very healthy biological 
communities communities –– indicating excellent water indicating excellent water 
qualityquality
Little change in overall land useLittle change in overall land use
Land use practices that may work Land use practices that may work 
elsewhere elsewhere –– may have greater impact to may have greater impact to 
Ten Mile CreekTen Mile Creek



SPA ObservationsSPA Observations
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